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New venture promises a full slate of off-broadway-caliber productions

By: Thad Angelloz

Although he’s spent most of his time in New Orleans and New York the last few years, Perry Martin has never forgotten his down-the-bayou roots.

Martin, 50, a native of Galliano, has a long and varied theatrical background having produced off-Broadway shows including “The Kingfish,” starring John “Spud” McConnell and several national touring shows.

According to Martin, he’s brought a lot of productions to the area over the years, but nothing that equals the scale of his recent endeavor.

After New Orleans was ravaged by Hurricane Katrina in 2005, Martin began searching for a location to establish a theatrical home base.

Incredibly, he’s found his new home in Lockport.

Martin said when he met with Lockport Mayor Richard Champagne and local City Council members about the possibility of using an old LP&L building at 101 Main St., something clicked.

“It was amazing because it’s perfect for what we wanted to get going,” Martin said. “They have a stage and lighting equipment. Most times when you go through a process like this it will take you a lot longer than the four months it’s taken us to get to this point.”

Plans are now in the works to open the newly established Bayou Playhouse’s premiere season this fall with the Louisiana fundraising preview of “Mirrors of Chartres Street” at Theatre HALIFAX.

The one-man show about the early life of William Faulkner in New Orleans will be previewed in what Martin calls a “soft-opening” on Aug. 1 and 2 in Lockport, before moving to a five-night run in Manhattan’s Soho Theatre.

Other productions set for the playhouse’s premier season include a slate filled with dramas, comedies, musicals and a film festival featuring the movies of south Lafourche native Glen Pitre.

The 100-seat performance venue is scheduled to officially open Aug. 29 with John Biguenet’s acclaimed “Rising Water,” starring Randy Cheramie and Lorna Gianelloni.

“It’s a play about Kartrina, opening on the third anniversary of the storm,” said Martin, who will serve as the Bayou Playhouse’s artistic director. “It will amazingly take place in a theater with lights and sound equipment salvaged from True Brew Theatre and seats from the Saenger.”

Martin said True Brew Theatre was desroyed by Katrina, while the Saenger was heavily damaged.

After holding a meeting on July 10 to solicit help from those wishing to participate in the new theater company, Martin was “humbled” by the response.

“We had 68 people that stopped by,” Martin said. “We had carpenters and other people who asked what they could do. I feel very encouraged by that.”

Martin doesn’t just want to come down and hold a few productions and pack his bags.

“I want the community to be involved,” Martin said. “I’m hoping we can make that area near the theater into a type of cultural and historical arts district that people can take pride in.”

Martin’s productions will use a combination of local and professional actors.

“I don’t want people thinking we don’t want our local acting community involved,” Martin said. “Without our local residents, we won’t survive. Our plays will be about Louisiana topics. It’s very important that the public know that nonprofit art organizations survive primarily through grants and corporate sponsorships and donations, so anyone wishing to help out financially is welcomed to do so.”

Tickets for “The Mirrors of Chartres Street” will cost $21 per person.

For information or to make reservations for the benefit featuring “The Mirrors of Chartres Street,” go to www.bayouplayhouse.com or call 1-888-333-5105.

