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Re: Theatrical Notice
 
BAYOU PLAYHOUSE OPENS 

MIRRORS OF CHARTRES STREET BEFORE IT'S OFF-BROADWAY PREMIERE
(Lockport, LA) Mirrors of Chartres Street, Faulkner in New Orleans / New Orleans in Faulkner, will premiere Off Broadway after a special preview performance at the Bayou Playhouse in Lockport. Director Perry Martin's newly formed Theatre Halifax Company will open the Bayou Playhouse on August 1 and 2, 2008, with the final Louisiana fundraising performances of New Orleans playwright Rob Florence's one-man comedy/drama about the early writings of a young unknown William Faulkner while he was living in New Orleans.  
The place is the Big Easy. The time is the "Roaring 20's". A black dockworker is surrounded by an armed white mob in an unfamiliar part of the 9th Ward. A jealous husband guns down a French Quarter waiter. A Fairgrounds grifter cons an easy mark. These characters and their stories are brought to life by the future Nobel Laureate.
"This play reveals an early bohemian Faulkner in a captivating, provocative New Orleans.  Faulkner's time as a French Quarter resident proved critical to his artistic development. Here the future Nobel Laureate chose his literary genre, sold his first work, and began to develop themes which would pervade his entire career." Martin said.
Mirrors of Chartres Street starring versatile stage and film actor Ryan Reinike, will have it's Off-Broadway premiere in the prestigious Soho Playhouse during the New York International Fringe Festival on August 8, 2008. New Orleans Times-Picayune theatre critic David Cuthbert wrote, "Reinike just keeps getting better; a savvy actor with a distinctive personality and maturity beyond his years... the makings of an extraordinary actor, showing us something new and revelatory in every performance."
Martin's world premiere of the critically acclaim one woman play, A Different Woman, at the 2005 New York International Fringe Festival was interrupted when he was called back to New Orleans to attend to Anne Galjour's hit Cajun Comedy, Okra three days before Hurricane Katrina devastated the Gulf Coast.
The official grand opening of the Bayou Playhouse will be on August 29, 2008. Randy Cheramie and Lorna Gianelloni will star in John Biguenet's Pulitzer Prize nominated, Rising Water. "This is a powerful play about a couple that awakens in the middle of the night to find their pitch-dark house filling with water." Martin continues "We're opening the Bayou with a play about Katrina, on the storm's anniversary, in a theater built from pieces and parts of two theaters destroyed by the infamous hurricane." The Bayou's seats are from the Saenger Theater and the lights and sound equipment comes from the True Brew Playhouse. Both venues remain closed since the storm's landfall. 
Tickets for Mirrors of Chartres Street are $21 and are available for Saturday, August 2, 2008 at 7:30 pm only. For ticket purchase, season subscriptions, corporate sponsorship or other information about the Bayou Playhouse, visit www.bayouplayhouse.com or www.FaulknerNewOrleans.com or call 1 (888) 99-BAYOU-22968. The Bayou Playhouse is located at 101 Main Street, Lockport, Louisiana, 70374. 
 
