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RISING WATER opens THE Bayou Playhouse’s PREMIERE SEASON 

(Lockport, LA) Perry Martin recently returned to Bayou Lafourche after directing the critically acclaimed Off Broadway production of Mirrors of Chartres Street. His newly formed HALIFAX Theatre Company is preparing for the August 29th grand opening of the BAYOU PLAYHOUSE’S premiere season with New Orleans playwright John Biguenet’s Pulitzer Prize nominated, Rising Water, starring Randy Cheramie and Lorna Gianelloni. 

Rising Water is the top bestselling show in the 20-year history of Southern Rep Theatre (despite the fact that the previous record was set when New Orleans had twice the population as the city did at the time of the play’s run). Rising Water was the winner of the 2006 National New Play Network Commission Award, a 2006 National Showcase of New Plays selection, and a 2007 recipient of an Access to Artistic Excellence development and production grant from the National Endowment for the Arts. It has been nominated for the 2008 Pulitzer Prize in drama. 

Playwright, John Biguenet wrote, “Rising Water is about a couple who awakens in the middle of the night to find their pitch-dark house filling with water in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina.” Biguenet continued, “clambering into their attic, and then onto their rooftop, they struggle not only to survive but also to keep the guttering flame of their love from being extinguished.” 

The California Orange County Register, called Rising Water “…a great American play – perhaps one of the first great plays of the 21st Century.”    

David Cuthbert of the New Orleans Times Picayune wrote “A rich mixture of tragedy and humor . . . the play grabbed the audience in its first tense moments and never let go . . . Rising Water is more like cream, rising to the top.” 

“The New Orleans theatre scene took a hard hit in 2005. A significant number of the city’s theaters were damaged or destroyed. Even now, many areas of our State are still in recovery from the devastation caused by Hurricanes Rita and Katrina.“ Martin continued, “Karissa Kary, the Halifax Producing Managing Director, BAYOU Technical Director David Guidry and myself are convinced that South Louisiana is ready to support a Southern based professional theater with a primary focus on tales about Louisiana, told by Louisianans.” 

Guidry had obtained the sound and lighting equipment from the True Brew Playhouse and 100 of the original theatre seats from the Saenger Theater, which he generously provided to the BAYOU. “We’re opening the Bayou with a play about Katrina, on the storm’s anniversary, in a theater built from pieces and parts of two theaters destroyed by the infamous hurricane. “ Guidry said proudly. Both venues remain closed since the storm’s landfall. 
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David Guidry is a Lafourche Parish native. Guidry has designed lights for numerous productions across Louisiana and traveled as technical director with New Orleans’ Southern Rep. Theatre to Budapest, Hungary. Karissa Kary, is a writer who does Arts management consulting with Greenlight Operations, and has served as Associate Director of the Tennessee Williams/New Orleans Literary Festival for 5 years. Perry Martin received national acclaim with his Off-Broadway productions of The Kingfish, A Different Woman, Mirrors of Chartres Street and the National tour of Smoke & Mirrors, starring Anthony Herrera of As The World Turns. He has appeared on CBS Sunday Morning with Charles Kuralt, ABC Nightly News, and CNN and continues to participate as an annual judge for the Daytime Emmy Awards. His Louisiana theatrical hits include Earl Long in Purgatory, Confederacy of Dunces, and The Great Big Doorstep. 

With a Managing and Technical Director in place, all that was left for Artistic Director Martin was to find the right venue in the right location. The newly formed HALIFAX Theatre Company visited towns and cities across South Louisiana in search of a theatrical home base. Thanks to the welcomed cooperation of Mayor Richard Champagne, along with the support of the Lockport City Council, they found their home in the middle of Lafourche Parish. The new 100-seat theater was at one time the old LP&L building located on the bayou side next to the Lockport Bayou Side Park near the old Locks. 

The first production on the new stage was the final Louisiana August 1st and 2nd preview performances of New Orleans’ playwright Rob Florence’s Mirrors of Chartres Street. The one-man play about William Faulkner’s early years while living in New Orleans received rave reviews after opening in Off-Broadway’s prestigious Soho Playhouse in New York the following week. 

Along with Rising Water, the BAYOU’S premiere season lineup will include Anne Galjour’s Cajun comedy, OKRA and John Doucet’s Cheniere Caminada hurricane play, Tant Que Durera La Terre. Martin’s premiere production of OKRA sold out 4 months of New Orleans performances before Katrina destroyed the theTrue Brew Playhouse. Tant Que Durera La Terre was seen by over 6,000 patrons when it premièred at South Lafourche High School in 1993. Both Galjour and Doucet are Lafourche Parish natives. 

The BAYOU’S first season will also feature a new play written by a third Lafourche Parish native. HALIFAX Theatre will produce Film director Glen Pitre and Michelle Benoit’s world premiere of their new Play, Floating Palace. A Glen Pitre / Michelle Benoit film festival will be presented during the comedy’s spring run. Finally, Anne Galjour’s one woman play HURRICANE and a youth summer theatre program featuring Cinderella Battistella, a hilarious Cajun musical version of the classic fable written by David Cuthbert and Bob Bruce with music by Freddy Palmisano, will close the Theater’s first season. 

Though the BAYOU PLAYHOUSE, the HALIFAX Theatre Company will continue Martin’s life long mission to promote & showcase Louisiana's most precious natural resources; its amazing people, its beautiful art, heritage and culture and its colorful history. “Now, more than ever, we as a people, as a community, as a culture need to remember who we are, where we came from and what wonderful history we’ve yet to make.” Martin concluded. 
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Rising Water will open on August 29th and run through Sept. 28th . Performances are on Friday and Saturday evenings at 7:30 pm with Sunday matinees at 2:30 pm. For ticket purchase, season subscriptions, corporate sponsorship or other information about the BAYOU PLAYHOUSE, visit www.bayouplayhouse.com or call 1 (888) 99-BAYOU (22968).The BAYOU PLAYHOUSE is located at 101 Main Street, Lockport, Louisiana. 

