The jokes keep coming on Lockport's 'Floating Palace'

What the critics are saying "Floating Palace" provides a rollicking trip through time." New Orleans Time Picayune
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Producers Perry Martin and Karissa Kary might be eligible for a Nobel Prize in quantum physics next year. After all, they've created a time machine on the bayou.

With "Floating Palace," now playing at Lockport's Bayou Playhouse, the audience is transported back to a pleasant time of showboats and vaudeville. The quiet breeze along the bayou at dusk is simply an added attraction on the bill of pretty girls, dastardly villains, conjuring magicians and, well, a gaggle of Cajuns.

Written by filmmakers Glen Pitre and Michelle Benoit, the comedy revolves around the misfortunes of showman Brandon T. O'Glorioso and his wife and leading lady, Callie Flowerbright, as their showboat, the Floating Palace, gets stuck in the bayou, having taken out Too-Too Thibodaux's dock. The sleek showman soon woos several of the small town's women with amorous prowess and promises of stardom, eventually leading to his lamentable murder. Or so we believe.
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The trifle of a plot is chiefly to serve the antics of O'Glorioso, played with utter charm and good humor by Ryan Reinike. To overplay the role would be too subtle here. Reinike goes up one side of the proscenium, over the top and down the other side -- likely leaving teeth marks as he joyously devours the scenery. He is Booth and Barrymore, Irving and Tree (heck, throw in Eleonora Duse and Sarah Bernhardt, for good measure), all rolled into one rollicking package. "Dying is easy," said Edmund Kean (among others). "It's comedy that is hard." Reinike dies quite extravagantly onstage, but he's also having more fun -- and bringing the audience along with him -- than any other actor seen this season.

Ani Ashley is a lovely Callie Flowerbright, and a fine comic foil for Reinike. With bright eyes and long legs, she also sells the hoochie-kooch, capturing the mild bawdiness and slight naughtiness of the show well. Sara Goodrum and Heather Keller are well cast as the local Cajun girls who fall under O'Glorioso's sway and life upon the wicked stage.

In smaller roles, Travis Resor is the lovable lug of a sheriff's deputy; Lois Duet is the definition of an overbearing mother; and Alces Adams is a purely genuine Too-Too.

Martin directs his cast with the natural comic touch of a Cajun storyteller. The jokes keep coming, quickly enough to avoid realizing how "classic" some of them are.

Harry Mayronne Jr. provides the period-appropriate tinny piano accompaniment. Trish McLain's costumes are colorful and coyly revealing; Cameron MacDonell's set is effective. An antique settee, the site of O'Glorioso's vigorous conquests, will need further bracing to survive the show's monthlong run.

Pitre and Benoit are filmmakers, primarily known for their documentaries and stories of Cajun life and culture. "Floating Palace" is their first play, and like their films, the show is a celebration of the lives of people on the bayou, capturing a time and place well. However, without their filmmaking tools, exposition of the plot weighs down the delightful trifle of a comedy with a three-hour running time.

Nevertheless, returning to an era where a magician's flash had the same surprise as the flash of a pretty girl's leg, "Floating Palace" provides a rollicking trip through time.

As part of Bayou Playhouse's mission of "celebrating our own," as Martin describes it, the Sunday matinee performance of "Floating Palace" will be followed by screenings of the award-winning films by Pitre and Benoit on Cajun life and culture.
FLOATING PALACE

What: Perry Martin directs Glen Pitre's and Michelle Benoit's love letter to the naughty comedy of 1920s burlesque in this tale of an impresario whose paddlewheel showboat run aground in a forgotten Louisiana bayou. He uses the interlude to rebuild his vaudeville troupe.

When: Friday-Saturday at 7:30 and Sunday at 2:30, through June 24.

Where: The Bayou Playhouse, 101 Main St., Lockport, 888.992.2968, ext. 1

Tickets: $23, students/seniors $20.50. The Bayou Playhouse is also showing favorite films by Pitre and Benoit each Sunday after the matinee. This Sunday, the film is "Haunted Waters & Good For What Ails You" (separate admission: $5). For a schedule, visit at www.bayouplayhouse.com

Ani Ashley portrays lovely, long-legged Callie Flowerbright to Ryan Reinike's menacing Brandon T. O'Glorioso in 'Floating Palace,' a sendup of '20s vaudeville shows onstage in Lockport.
