Valentine's Day is gonna be hot in Lockport
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LOCKPORT — It’s going to be “Hot, Hot, Hot” at the Bayou Playhouse Saturday.

Well, sort of. That’s the name of the show.

“When we first opened up here, a lot of people asked us if we had anything going on for Valentine’s Day, because there’s nothing really to do,” said Perry Martin, producing artistic director of the Bayou Playhouse. “So I ran into Harry.”

Harry is Harry Mayronne, a fixture in New Orleans theater, who has a show called “Hot! Hot! Hot!” that by coincidence wasn’t playing anywhere Valentine’s Day.

“It’s a show we’ve been doing for a number of years,” Mayronne said. “My history with Becky goes back a number of years.”

Becky is Becky Allen, an iconic figure in New Orleans theater, who stars as, well, a whole number of characters.

“It’s a nightclub act,” Allen said. “A variety show. I’m an old lady, then a married lady. All sorts of characters. We’re even opera singers at one point. It’s fast and furious.”

The show also stars New York stage veteran Chris Wecklein and Mayronne’s marionette alter-ego Miss Viola.

“It’s a cabaret show about Louisiana, with a lot of New Orleans,” Martin said. “There are songs. There are sketches. There’s a lot of jokes. And we were looking at it. You know, ‘Hot! Hot! Hot!’ with Valentine’s Day. It really fit together. It’s not X-rated, but it is spicy. So, ‘Hot! Hot! Hot!’ They felt ‘Tabasco! Tabasco! Tabasco!’ was too long.”

Allen described the show as “spicy but not risqué,” while Mayronne said it’s “nothing to be afraid of.”

“Our whole approach to entertaining is that people are coming to our house. They’re in our living room and we’re going to entertain them,” Mayronne said.

Martin, interviewed during a read-through of the playhouse’s next production, said the show is part of a series of special events the playhouse plans in addition to its regular series.

“We want to do a lot of one-nighters, different shows, shows about Louisiana,” he said.

“Hot! Hot! Hot!” runs at 6:30 and 9 p.m. Saturday at the Bayou Playhouse, 101 Main Street, Lockport. Tickets are available online.
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